
Neodent USA contests Nobel Biocare’s allegations of patent infringement in the USA

Andover, MA, August 20, 2014 -- In response to the recent announcement made by Nobel 
Biocare Holding AG, Neodent USA said today that it intends to vigorously defend itself 
against Nobel’s allegations of patent infringement relating to one of its range of implants.

 The implant in question, Neodent’s Drive CM, is one of several implants that the company 
introduced in the USA in March, which offer excellent alternatives for dentists and patients who 
want high quality, state-of-the-art, proven implant solutions at an attractive competitive price.

 Prior to launching Drive CM, Neodent obtained in-depth evaluations to ensure that its designs 
respected all valid intellectual property rights. Drive CM incorporates features, such as an 
innovative connection, which differentiate it from Nobel Biocare’s implant. The current complaint 
appears to be based on patents that Nobel Biocare obtained after Drive CM was introduced in the 
USA. Neodent is looking into the allegations carefully and will respond appropriately. 

 “The preliminary design of NobelActive® was invented and developed by an Israeli team at 
AlphaBioTec Ltd – not originally by Nobel Biocare, as many people believe. We did our homework
before launching our range of implants in the US, especially the Drive CM, and we are confident 
that we have not infringed any patents”, said Tony Susino, CEO of Neodent USA. “In its media 
release, Nobel Biocare has sent a clear signal to the dental community that our implant is ‘strikingly
similar’ to theirs. Nobel sees that we have a very attractive, high quality alternative.”

 Neodent relies on a strong clinical track record that has been built up over 20 years. Its proven 
system has earned the trust of more than 30,000 clinicians, and the company has sold well over five 
million implants worldwide. Like most implant systems, its products are supported by the 
company’s own clinical experience as well as clinical and scientific findings published by third 
parties in the public domain – for example concerning high grade titanium, implant designs, surface
technology, etc. Most companies rely on third-party documentation in applications for regulatory 
approvals based on substantial equivalence.

About Neodent

 Founded in 1993, Neodent is Latin America’s leading dental implant company. It was the first 
Brazilian company in the implant sector to receive certification from the Ministry of Health. The 
company opened its own premises in Curitiba in 1998, where its headquarters and a state-of-the-art 
manufacturing facility are located. Neodent employs more than 900 employees, operates more than 
21 branches in Brazil and works with a wide network of distributors positioning the company as the
market leader in the LATAM region.

 Neodent also has subsidiaries and distributors in other geographies targeting the non-premium 
segment in these markets. It places considerable importance on education and training with the aim 
of ensuring quality treatment standards and patient care. It does this through the ILAPEO (The 
Latin American Institute of Dental Research and Education), one of the largest dedicated implant 
training centers in the world, offering courses to thousands of participants from all over the world 
each year.
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Nobel Biocare sues Neodent USA for patent infringement
ZURICH, SWITZERLAND – AUGUST 19, 2014

Two subsidiaries of Nobel Biocare Holding AG, a world leader in the field of innovative implant-
based dental restorations, filed a patent infringement lawsuit today in California against Neodent 
USA, Inc., alleging infringement of two patents relating to the innovative design of Nobel Biocare’s
popular NobelActive® line of dental implants.

In March 2014, Neodent USA launched its line of “Drive CM” dental implants in the US. In its 
complaint, Nobel Biocare alleges that these implants, imported from Brazil, have striking 
similarities to the design of the NobelActive® implants which Nobel Biocare commercially 
launched in 2008. Further, Nobel Biocare asserts that Neodent USA has relied on Nobel Biocare’s 
history of successful clinical data in marketing the Neodent product. 

The NobelActive® line has grown to become one of the world’s most popular dental implants, 
supported by Nobel Biocare’s commitment to Research & Development (R&D) spending, extensive
clinical studies, and training programs for clinicians. Both US patents asserted in the lawsuit relate 
to technology for aiding the surgical installation and successful integration of the implants in a 
variety of patient bone types. Nobel Biocare asks the court for an injunction barring sales of 
Neodent’s infringing dental implants, payment of money damages due to Nobel Biocare’s lost sales,
and to recover its attorney fees for the lawsuit.

Richard Laube, Nobel Biocare’s CEO, commented that: “We are committed to enforce our valuable 
intellectual property rights, which are the result of our industry-leading investment in R&D. We will
not tolerate copies of our unique and patented dental implant designs.”

Nobel Biocare (NOBN, SIX Swiss Exchange) is a world leader in the field of innovative implant-
based dental restorations. The company’s portfolio offers solutions from single tooth to fully 
edentulous indications with dental implant systems (including key brands NobelActive®, 
Brånemark System® and NobelReplace®), a comprehensive range of high-precision individualized 
prosthetics and CAD/CAM systems (NobelProcera®), diagnostics, treatment planning and guided 
surgery solutions (NobelClinician™ and NobelGuide®) and biomaterials (creos™). Nobel Biocare 
supports its customers through all phases of professional development, offering world-class training
and education along with practice support and patient information materials. The company is 
headquartered in Zurich, Switzerland, currently employs approximately 2,500 employees 
worldwide and recorded revenue of EUR 566.8 million in 2013. Production takes place at seven 
sites located in Canada, Israel, Japan, Sweden, and the United States. Products and services are 
available in over 80 countries through subsidiaries and distributors.
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